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- -Donald Kirki .
Th@ ‘Pﬂ@em‘{’ flies
| ‘e@@ﬁ to haunt Caﬁ?@y

S (3 ‘bedan as a -seemmgly -sensw!e Tne odd thmg abou:t Colbys mvolve—
. enou0h scheme for coordinating mtelh— ment in Phoenix; however, ‘was that he
: _gence functions—and concluded. with ‘a | did .not seem ever to want to see it~
reputation of being one of the grotesqw deyelop into:a pretext.for terror.: :

nonsters of the Indochmese confhct -1 remember ‘him: ety - eavet ]lv e:x-"
The name cf the’ program was Phoe— plammg how theére: wvere "several levels
mx"—-fo. the mythological bird that ris~ ! of intelligence’ gathering, how they often’:
es from.its own ashes, How the Ameri~" conflicted “with each ot.her ‘and how de<"
éan’ Céntral -Intelligence - Agency peop‘e sirable it-would-be tochannel mforma-
" hit upon that pamcular soubriquet is not..~tion. I also- remeinber him saying how
.clear, but they may -have intended ‘to'i-undesirable it was to kil off smpect;———
‘imply  that”the’ p*ograr'\ would - eﬂable» the old truism about dead men not hav-
_Viet T Nam to n5° ag in as a smdle umts:clJ ing any value as- sources of mformatxon

nation... -’} 1 Colby went to great Tengths to explain -

It happened however, that Phoemx that’ many suspectswere cleared and::
‘evolved as an-excuse for terror and kill-; released--that'it was a good idea to let
ing—much of it carried on after the de-! people go. qukl.Y so thev. didn’t. burden-:
parture ‘of the Amencans by.Vietnamese ! overcrowded: jails.iHe didn’t deny that!
indoctrinated undef -United States tute-<; -certain - kéy ~Communist - agents . were :
lage. [American. advisers. would.claim : : ‘marked for-killing,*but: he rationalized
_the purpose of the .program was to get': this phasé of. operations” by noting the
" facts, but the temptation to.wipe ont or; - 2lways High level of assessinations . of.
torture "a suspect.was- often too mmh government -officials. by:- the- Commu—-
for the vmdxctxve nahmal pohce ]~» g 'IimtS : .

* Now'thé Phoenix prograra ‘has coms. C"Ibf himself “was—acd “is—a’ VETY i
back to haunt those Amencans and Viet-1 Well- -organized,” logical: kind “of Pe“'m-
namESP x> He. has:the- capacxty for- thinking out ‘a-

| ‘program’ and’then" putting ‘it ‘into ‘a’con:*
. On'the Amencan Slde it is. often cited “text that seems altogeﬂ‘ar “en-meanm‘, S

: 'as a black mark ‘on the reputation’ eFits” .
: priree organizer, CIA Director Wﬂham 2 OOAf ; \:gige; h°f fact, n(;::(a)lyb‘ha trz }ixlzdm;i)
Colby. In iact there s a re‘f rt that the. notion that it. womd .or should go- much. 3

recent blue’ ribben linvestigation "of CIA further. than, he outlmed_ and e ey

activities recommended Colby’'s dismiss--.

- 21s0 mean it wnen he protests innocently .

-al for his. earher inv olvement mth Phoe- - that any. exces were unfortunate and
:;mx.‘-_*_._-_ 3'.?' --f.-: 3 . < 2 not mtended e

i-Oni the Vxetnamese side. the peroe«.ra- But Colby errs, » he th.n)\s that- Q-

tors of Phoenix —known a5 Pnuongl govemment should" deliberately partici- .

-Hoang in Vietnamese—coubtless rark at ; pate in -a.program’ of terror; however:'.

the-top of any: ‘blacklist drawn up by{‘ limited in scope and regardless of the i

‘Saigon’s_ new rulers.. The .reason that! ationate or- context-+Altho Colby <has

Vletnamese ‘National Police officers were | disavéwed any involvernent in sch eme;

among the most desperate to flee Da‘ore for: knocking off leaders of foreign gov-

defeat was their certainty that they- woulq. ernments, his simplistic explanations for :
suﬁer Borri bly under the new Tegime. . Phoenix - Tesemble those pre:‘-med fc‘ -

" The Vxetnamese Commums _ shortly lulhngs elsewhere o RS
,afL,r taking over, paraded former South Once the mlhngs sEart ﬂ-e. may ne'.-.
‘Vietnamese political prisoners thru the ™ er stop. And. then, e may fird men ot
‘streets, welcoming them back and bon-: nearly so well meaning as Col &y or det-
ormg them for. Lhe suffering and "IL"n‘h-j ing them on a much hrger segla—and
stion they had:endured in the “tlot”-‘l' with 1o rationalization other than a_
cages” and-other lesser known prisons.< blind dnswe for power. '
The desire for.vengeance against former -
tormentors, was 1o doubt overwhelmmg
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